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‘The better regulation agenda is 
about designing and evaluating EU 
policies and laws transparently, with 
evidence, and backed up by the 
views of citizens and stakeholders. It 
covers all policy areas and aims for 
targeted regulation that goes no 
further than required, in order to 
achieve objectives and bring 
benefits at minimum cost.’

- European Commission
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‘Regulatory stewardship is a 
responsibility of government 
regulatory agencies. It involves them 
adopting a whole-of-system, lifecycle 
view of regulation, and taking a 
proactive, collaborative approach, to 
the monitoring and care of the 
regulatory system(s) within which 
they have policy or operational 
responsibilities.’

- New Zealand Treasury
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Regulatory stewardship includes 
responsibilities for:

• Monitoring, review and reporting 
on existing regulatory systems.

• Robust analysis and 
implementation support for 
changes to regulatory systems.

• Good regulatory practice.
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Regulatory stewardship experiences:

• Agencies are struggling with 
‘performance-based’ model

• A lack of collaboration between 
agencies

• Conceptual confusion



Stewardship in organization, management, and 
governance literature



Stewardship in organization, management, and 
governance literature

• Stewardship theory

• Ethical stewardship

• Codification of stewardship



‘Stewardship requires the careful management of 
something that belongs to others. Stewards must not 
only make proper current use of that which they hold in 
trust, but they must also leave it in better condition for 
use by future generations.’

- Albers Mohrman, O'Toole, & Lawler



‘Stewardship requires the careful management of 
something that belongs to others. Stewards must not 
only make proper current use of that which they hold in 
trust, but they must also leave it in better condition for 
use by future generations.’

- Albers Mohrman, O'Toole, & Lawler

Stewardship ‘is the willingness to be accountable for the 
well-being of the larger organization by operating in 
service, rather than in control, of those around us.’

- Block
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‘Stewardship is service to something larger than 
ourselves, and that ‘something larger’ needs to be 
known before people can commit.’

- Block
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